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You probably don’t think much about what happens to your 

rubbish after it gets thrown away. 

 

Out of sight, out of mind, right?

However, somewhere in the middle of a huge pile of rubbish — we’re 

talking household waste, packaging, maybe even an old hairdryer or 

broken toy — hides a battery.

Nothing fancy. Just an ordinary lithium battery, probably from something 

like a vape or a remote control… anything…

That battery shouldn’t even be there. It should have been in a battery 

collection box, not buried under heaps of flammable rubbish. 

But someone had tossed it in the regular bin without thinking twice…

One tiny mistake has the potential to become massive disasters for us!

Case Studies
Cardboard & Paper Recycling:

During routine operations, a load of cardboard was tipped into our 

cardboard recycling shed ready to be processed and baled. 

While a team member was clearing the area, his machine passed over 

an object believed to be a discarded tool with a battery attached. The 

battery immediately exploded, setting the surrounding cardboard on fire!

Thanks to the quick actions of sta� on site, the fire was brought under 

control and no injuries were reported. However, the situation could have 

been far more serious.

Dustcarts:

After collecting recycling bins from a client, a fire started inside the 

compacted recycling load, caused by a battery hidden in the waste.

Our driver moved his vehicle to a safe area avoiding exposure to the 

general public.

The Fire Brigade, and our driver, safely ejected the load from the vehicle 

to access, control and extinguish the fire fully.

A full clean-up operation was conducted, including a grab lorry, road 

sweeper, and removal of additional batteries found in the waste!

Summary:

Throwing a lithium 

battery in the bin might 

seem harmless, but it 

can cause serious fires. 

Found in everyday items 

like vapes and remotes, 

these batteries are highly 

flammable when damaged 

or crushed in waste piles.

Fires have already started in 

recycling centres, dustcarts, 

and waste facilities—all 

traced back to batteries 

thrown in regular bins. Each 

incident was dangerous, 

disruptive, and completely 

preventable.

Always take used batteries 

to proper collection points 

at supermarkets, electronics 

stores, or recycling 

centres. It’s not just about 

recycling—it’s about safety. 

One small action can 

prevent a big disaster.
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Material Recycling Facilities (MRF):

Our MRF was closed for the evening, however, that didn’t stop a rogue 

damaged battery hidden under waste from heating up. It sparked.  

Then it popped.

A few seconds later, thick black smoke was pouring out of the waste pile. 

People nearby saw it rising into the sky and started calling the site 

manager and emergency services.

Within minutes, a fire had broken out! Sta� were mobilised to move 

machines out of the way. 

The fire brigade arrived and, alongside our recycling crew, worked 

through the night and into the next day to bring the situation under 

control.

Machines were used to pull the burning waste apart while others built fire 

barriers to stop it from spreading. 

It was intense, dangerous, AND completely avoidable.

How to Not Be That Person

Everyone uses batteries, every day. When they’re dead or damaged, 

tossing them in the bin might seem harmless.

 But batteries can catch fire, especially lithium-ion ones. And in the wrong 

conditions, like waste piles, that tiny spark can become a serious blaze.

•  Do not place batteries or battery-powered devices in household waste 

or recycling bins.

•  Collect your used batteries and take them to battery recycling points; 

you’ll find them at most supermarkets, electronics shops, schools, or 

recycling centres.

•  Dispose of electronics properly; many contain batteries that need 

special handling.

It’s just a battery though…, right?

This isn’t just an eco-thing. It’s a safety thing.

You don’t have to be perfect - just pay attention to the small stu�, like 

where you put your batteries.

Dispose responsibly. Stay safe.


